
1 
 

 

MARCH 9, 2018 
 

LIBRARY 
 

Dr. Seuss’s birthday was celebrated with songs, stories and birthday cake on Monday, March 5, at 
the 10:30 Story Time.  Wednesday’s Story Time took place at the Public Safety Building – lots of fire 
trucks, equipment and firemen so the kids were excited and had lots of fun, of course. 
 
The “Books Around Big Rapids” program continues to grow with more baskets of books for waiting 
rooms being delivered this week, and other doctors’ offices will get their baskets of books next week.   
 
A few of the Little Phelps Free Libraries will be set up inside some Big Rapids businesses next 
week.  Once we have the real spring thaw, the balance of the libraries will be set up on posts outside 
various businesses in town.  We’ll be sharing a list of locations on our website and Facebook page 
as the libraries are placed around town. 
 
Next Tuesday, March 13, the regular Library Board Meeting will be at 4 PM.  The March Friends of 
the Library Book Club meets on Friday, March 16 at noon.  The book under discussion is “Reading 
Lolita in Tehran”. 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

In the past week, the Police Division responded to 79 calls for service.  There were no real significant 
calls of service to report. 
 
In the past week, the Fire Division responded to 20 calls for service.  On Wednesday, Firefighter 
Matt Kidd taught first aid and CPR to members of the Mecosta County Sheriff Office 
 

PUBLIC WORKS ACTIVITIES 
 

DART 
 
310 Adult Riders - ($2.50 Fare) 
  
367 Children Riders - ($1.25 Fare)   
  
824 ($1.25 Fare) - Seniors (151) and Disabled (673) passengers of which 105 used the wheelchair 
lift to board 
 
115 Free Riders - Aides that ride with disabled passengers (52) and children 4 and under (63) with 
an adult 
 
53 No Shows - A person who calls for a ride and when we go to pick up and they are not there for 
ride  
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0 Safe Riders -Ferris is on Spring Break starting March 2nd – 12th (free rides from local 
establishments to anyone in the community on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights 12:00 am to 
2:30 am)  
  
Ferris Shuttle is back and they have added an additional route to go back and forth from the 
University Center to the Rock Café from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm (M-Th).  The main route on Campus 
stops at the East Campus Mailbox area, Lot 28 (behind McDonald’s), Allied Health, Campus 
Community Center, Lot 4 (near Travis Circle), Rock Cafe, Lot 50 (next to Granger building), Arts 
and Science, 7:30 am-7:00 pm (M-F) and 7:30 am-2:00 pm Fridays.  
         
1,840 -Regular Shuttle 
   221 -UC/Rock Route   
 
3,730 Total Passengers 
 
627 Out of City Riders -Anyone we pick up or drop off outside the Big Rapids City Limits  
 
1,669 Demand Response Only   

 
DPW:  STREETS 
 

• Plowed snow: streets, alleys, parking lots, turn arounds, sidewalks 

• Sanded and salted streets and parking lots  

• Checked sewers and jetted call-ins 

• Filled potholes  

• Repaired signs 
 
DPW:  PARKS 
 

• Opened and cleaned City Hall restroom daily 

• Picked up trash at parks and downtown 

• Continued sanding and painting picnic table boards  

• Delivered extra supplies for Dog Park clean-up  

• Picked up wood from North End Park  

• Plowed snow  

MAIN MAINTENANCE    
 

• MISS Digs  

• Shut offs/ons 

• Meter reads, re-reads, final reads 

• Meter changeouts 
 

  
 

Mark Gifford, City Manager 


